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and the absorbent element, and preferably the barrier layer thereof. It should be 
understood that in either of the embodiments of FIGS. 15 or 18, the absorbent element 
can be fixedly detachably connected to the front and back body panels at the locations 
670, such that the absorbent element can be removed and replaced with another 
element after each use. 




The cover sheet 42 and/or outer cover 308 also can be made of elastic 
materials such as Lycra® laminates, wherein the Lycra® strands are laminated 
between two layers of nonwovens, stretch bonded laminates (SBL's), neck bonded 
laminates (NBL's) or elastomeric films or nonwovens. In this embodiment, the outer 
cover extends or stretches outwardly to accommodate the swelling absorbent material. 
In such an embodiment, the secondary bond regions may be optional, wherein the 
cover sheet maintains a thin profile when the absorbent material is not exposed to 
liquid, and wherein the cover sheet extends to accommodate the absorbent material 
when insulted with liquid. 

IN THE DRAWINGS: 

Applicants have made numerous amendments to the drawings as set forth in 
the attached drawing amendment. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claim 17, 40-42 and 46-48, rewrite claims 1-16, 18-39, 44 and 
45 and add new claim 49 as follows: 



1. (Amended) An absorbent garment copc^rising: 

a chassis having a body side surface and a garment side surface; and 

an absorbent element comafected to said garment side surface of said chassis at 
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a first location and having a first portion detachably connected tef at least one of a 
second portion of said absorbent element and said garment sMe surface of said chassis 
at a second location, wherein said first and second portioils of said absorbent element 
are each formed on an outer surface of said absorbenj^lement, said absorbent element 
comprising an absorbent material expandable from at least a first condition to a 
second condition, wherein said first portion ofsaid absorbent element detaches fi-om 
said at least one ofsaid second portion o|>^id absorbent element and said garment 
side surface ofsaid chassis at at least ^portion ofsaid second location when said 
absorbent material expands to said/^cond condition. 

2. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent element 
comprises a cover sheet fixedly connected to saiji^arment side surface ofsaid chassis 
at said first location, wherein said coy^ sheej/fcomprises said first and second portions 
ofsaid absorbent element, wherei/said fe^ortion ofsaid cover sheet is detachably 
connected to said at least one of sWse^nd portion ofsaid cover sheet and said 
chassis at said second location, whe^in said cover sheet supports said absorbent 
material. / 

3. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein sai/absorbent element is 
fixedly connected to said chassis at said first location w^a primary bond, and 
wherein said first portion of said absorbent elementydetachably connected to said at 
least one ofsaid second portion of said absorbent^lement and said chassis at said 
second location with a secondary bond, whej^ said secondary bond is weaker than 
said primary bond. / 

4. (Amended) The absorbent garmiJnt of claim 1 wherein said absorbent material has a 
first and second side, and furthgf comprising a topsheet disposed adjacent said first 
side ofsaid absorbent material. 
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5. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said second location is 
positioned laterally outboard from said first location. / 

6. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbenl/element has a 
longitudinal extent and wherein said first location extends longitudimUly along at 
least a portion of said absorbent element. / 

7. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 6 wherein said^econd location extends 
longitudinally along at least a portion of said absorbent element in a parallel 
relationship with said first location. / 

8. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 whferein said absorbent element has a 
longitudinal extent, wherein said first location comprises a pair of laterally spaced, 
parallel and longitudinally extending primary locations, and wherein said second 
location comprises a pair of laterally spaced/secondary locations. 

9. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said second location 
comprises a bonding region defined p a longitudinally extending length and a 
laterally extending width. / 

10. (Amended) The absorbent^arment of claim 6 wherein said absorbent element 
comprises opposite ends, wj^rein at least one of said ends is fixedly connected to said 
chassis. / 

1 1 . (Amended) The ajzfeorbent garment of claim 10 wherein said fixed connection 
between said at lea^one of said ends of said absorbent element and said chassis are 
spaced apart fronVsaid longitudinally extending first location. 



12. (Amende^) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent material 
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comprises a first fold having opposite side edges and a second and t\m€ fold attached 
to said opposite side edges of said first fold respectively and extejarmng inwardly in an 
overlying relationship with said first fold. 

13. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wj;i^ein said absorbent material 
comprises a plurality of disconnected layers. X 

14. (Amended) The absorbent garment aftlaim 2 wherein said absorbent material is 
not attached to said cover sheet. X 

15. (Amended) The absorben^arment of claim 1 wherein said chassis comprises a 
top sheet and an extensible^uter cover. 

16. (Amended) TheXbsorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said chassis comprises a 
front and back p^el, and wherein said absorbent element connects said front and 
back panels. / 



18. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 4 wherein said topsheet is^Merfolded 
with said absorbent material. 

19. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 2 wherein sai^rst portion of said 
cover sheet is detachably connected to said second portion/(^ said cover sheet. 

20. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 19/;vherein said first and second 
portions of said cover sheet comprise overlying/folds of said cover sheet. 

21. (Amended) The absorbent garment ol :laim 2 wherein said first portion of said 
cover sheet is detachably connected >to said chassis. 
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22. (Amended) A method of absorbing exudates excreted from a user with 
absorbent garment comprising: 

providing a chassis having a body side surface and a garment sf^e surface and 
an absorbent element connected to said garment side surface of said chassis at a first 
location, said absorbent element having a first portion detachaWy connected to at least 
one of a second portion of said absorbent element and said giment side surface of 
said chassis at a second location, wherein said absorbent^ement comprises an 
absorbent material and wherein said first and second portions of said absorbent 
element are each formed on an outer surface of sai^/ibsorbent element; 

securing said chassis to a body of the usen' 

insuhing said absorbent material with ^d exudates and thereby causing said 
absorbent material to expand; and 

disconnecting said first portion of/aid absorbent element fi-om said at least 
one of said second portion of said abso^ent element and said garment side surface of 
said chassis at at least a portion of saftd second location as said absorbent material 
expands while maintaining said ce&mection between said absorbent element and said 
garment side surface of said chassis at said first location. 

23. (Amended) The method of claim 22 wherein said-«)sorbent element comprises a 
cover sheet fixedly connected to said chassis at saidTirst location and wherein said 
cover sheet comprises said first and second p(^ic(hs of said absorbent element, 
wherein said first portion of said cover sh4t is^'detafchably connected to at least one of 
said second portion of said cover sheet aAd-?0id chassis at said second location, 
wherein said cover sheet supports said alw)rbent material. 



24.<Amended) The method of claim 22 wherein^^d absorbent element is fixedly 
connected to said chassis at said first locatiojy<vith a primary bond, and wherein said 
first portion of said absorbent element is^tachably connected to at least one of said 
second portion of said absorbent elegant and said chassis at said second location with 



a secondary bond, wherein said secondary bond is weaker than said primary txmd. 

25. (Amended) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent material has a first 
and second side, and further comprising a topsheet disposed adjacent/said first side of 
said absorbent material. / 

26. (Amended) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent element has a 
longitudinal extent and wherein said second location is positioned laterally outboard 
from said first location. / 

27. (Amended) The method of claim 26 wherein said first location extends 
longitudinally along at least a portion of said absj/rbmt element. 

28. (Amended) The method of claim 27 wh^ein said second location extends 
longitudinally along at least a portion of ^id absorbent element in a parallel 
relationship with said first location. / 

29. (Amended) The method of cLmm 22 wherein said absorbent element has a 
longitudinal extent, wherein said first location comprises a pair of laterally spaced, 
parallel and longitudinally e^ttending first locations, and wherein said second location 
comprises a pair of laterally spaced secondary locations. 

30. (Amended) The method of claim 23 wherein said first portion of said cover sheet 
is detachably connected to said second portion of said cover sheet. 

31. (Amended^ The method of claim 23 wherein said first portion of said cover sheet 
is detachably connected to said chassis. 

32. (Ainended) A method of assembling an absorbent garment comprising: 
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providing a chassis having a body side surface and a garment side surface/ 
providing an absorbent element comprising an absorbent material; / 
bonding said absorbent element with a primary bond to said garment^ide 
surface of said chassis at at least one primary bond region; and / 

bonding a first portion of said absorbent element to at least on/ of a second 
portion of said absorbent element and said garment side surface o&said chassis with a 
secondary bond at at least one secondary bond region, wherein sfaid secondary bond is 
weaker than said primary bond and wherein said first and second portions of said 
absorbent element are each formed on an outer surface of said absorbent element. 

33. (Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said/first and second bond regions 
are laterally spaced. / 

34. (Amended) The method of claim 32 wher^n at least one said primary bond region 
comprises a pair of laterally spaced, parallefl and longitudinally extending primary 
bond regions, and wherein said at least one secondary bond region comprises a pair of 
laterally spaced secondary bond regies. 

35. (Amended) The method of cj/kim 32 wherein said absorbent material comprises a 
first fold having opposite side/fedges and a second and third fold attached to said 
opposite side edges of said^rst fold respectively and extending inwardly in an 
overlying relationship with said first fold. 

36. (Amended) The rhethod of claim 32 further comprising disposing a topsheet 
adjacent one side c<i said absorbent element. 

37. (Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said chassis comprises spaced apart 
fi-ont and bafck panels, and further comprising bonding said absorbent element to a 
garment side surface of each of said front and back panels with a said primary bond. 
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38. (Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said absorbent element fotther 
comprises a cover sheet, wherein said cover sheet is bonded to said gaiment side 
surface of said chassis with said at least one primary bond at saidimmary bond 
region, wherein said cover sheet comprises said first and second portions of said 
absorbent element, wherein said first portion of said cover^eet is bonded to said 
second portion of said cover sheet with said secondary ^nd at said at least one 
secondary bond region. / 

39. (Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said absorbent element further 
comprises a cover sheet, wherein said coyer sheet is bonded to said chassis with said 
primary bond at said primary bond re^on, and wherein said cover sheet comprises 
said first and second portions of saftd absorbent element, wherein said first portion of 
is bonded to said chas sis with said secondary bond at said secondary bond region. 

^M4. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 43 wherein saidTirst location 



comprises a pair of first locations spaced laterally inward h6m each of said opposite 
side edges respectively. / 

45. (Amended) The absorbent garment of claim/6 wherein a first portion of said 
bodyside surface of said absorbent^Imefnt i^ connected to at least one of a 
second portion of said absorbei^lemen)>4^ said outer surface of said chassis at a 
second location positioned be^^een^s^ and one of said opposite side 

edges of said absorbent element, wherein said absorbent element comprises an 
absorbent material expandable^om at least a first condition to a second condition, 
and wherein said first portk>ft of said absorbent element detaches from said at least 
one of said second porthafh and said chassis at at least a portion of said second location 
when said absorbenUfiaterial expands to said second condition. 
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